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Why Make Another FAQs File?
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File Navigation

AThe next page lists all questions
AClick on the question to link to the response

AThe MBA icon in the lower right corner
returns to the list of questions
i If a page has no icon, continue to the next

page



Can | Be a Beekeeper?
AWhy Would Anyone Keep Bees?

AAm | Beekeeper Material?

AWill | Get Stung?

AWhat Place Do | Need?

AWhat Are Fort Worth Beek Laws?

Working with Bees
AWhat Are Varieties of Bees?

AHow Long Do Bees Live?
AWhat &8s I nvol ved

AWhy Smoke Bees?
AWhen to Add or Remove a Box?

AHow Much Does It Cost?

ACan | Hire a Beekeeper?

Getting Started & Setting Up
AWhat Stuff Do | Need?

ADo | Really Need a Suit & Gloves?

AHow Do | Split a Hive?
AHow Do | Combine Hives?
AHow Many Bees in a Hive?
AWhat If My Bees are Gone?
AWhat if | Suspect Poisoning?

AWhat are the Hive Types?
AWhat Foundation Should | Use?

AHow Many Hives Should | Get?

AHow Do | Get Bees?
Plants & Other Bees
AWhat are Good Plants for Bees?

AWhat Plants Are Poisonous?

AHoney Bees vs Native Bees?

Harvesting
AHow Much Honey Can | Get?

AHow to Harvest & Sell Honey?

ADoes Honey Spoil?
AHow Do | Melt Wax?
AHow Do | Store Frames?

AWhat is Natural Beekeeping?

AHow Do | Get Bees Removed?

AHow Can | Shoo Away Bees?

Threats to Bees
AWnhat Causes Colonies to Die?

AWhat are Varroa Mites?
AHow To Test & Treat for Varroa?

n

AWhat Other Pests Are Threats?

AWhat Diseases Are Threats?

Learning
AWhat Are the Big Mistakes?

AWhere Can | Learn More?
AWhat 6s A Master

AWhy Add a FAQs File?
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Terms



Why Would Anyone Keep Bees?

. Honey, Wax, Pollen, Propolis

. Better gardens, plants, agriculture yield

. Ag exemption (tax savings, rural property)

. Fascination. Beekeepers love bees.

. Help environment by helping bees thrive

. Local honey can reduce allergy symptoms
. Medical (burns, arthritis, apitherapy)
. Make sweet friends at MBA meetings

THE BEES ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE POLLINATION OF 70°%
q\“\ OF AGRICULTURAL CROPS, BENG ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT FOR:

..-
PEACHES ORANGES COTTON SOYBEANS

Source. Unded Statet Departament of Agncudiure - Rooer A. Morse antd Ncholas W Coldercne, Cornell Unrernty.
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Am | Beekeeper Material?

X Am | allergic to bee stings?

XWould | give up I f | 0om st

\/ Do | have a place to keep bees?

Do | have a few hours / month to work bees?

Do | have a few hours per month to learn?

Can | afford the costs for learning, setup, &

maintenance, replacements?

W/ Canllift50 * Ibs on a hot summer day, &/or
do | have a helpful friend?

(/ Can | learn guidelines, then find out that
beekeepers disagree, & | still want to do it?

(/ Am | persistent despite frustration & loss?

%X Do | run away screaming when | see bees?
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About Bee Stings

A Scrape stinger out with fingernail or credit card

i Pinching to pull stinger would inject more venom
AEach sting releases some alarm pheromone

i More bees will come there & sting

i Open the gentle hives first
AWatch for allergic reaction

I Work with a friend

i If trouble breathing, call 911

I Experienced beeks can

develop allergy

AHow to reduce stings

I Keep bees happy (queenright, stores, housing)

{2 R :
s://i)oéqﬂnn.com.aulwha{v PReedto-know-aboutbee-stings/

i Use smoke
I Minimize how often & how long you open the hive
i When we open hives, we wear 3 -layer ventilated

full suit & good gloves
ANot always necessary, but sometimes is

i If genetics, consider changing queen


https://bobgunn.com.au/what-you-need-to-know-about-bee-stings/

What Place Do | Need?

Al evel, dry, sunny, protect from winter wind,
able to get cart near, low foot traffic
ACall local animal control to check laws
AGood approach (even if not required)
I Fence (animals, kids, pushes bees up)
| Water. Provide permanent water source.
I Limit # of hives, consistent with area
I Minimize robbing, limit open hives, honey
I Be considerate to neighbors
ATalk with neighbors before they talk to you
AWild bees were here before we got bees
AExplain plans to be considerate to them

AAsk how they feel
AReward neighbors with honey



North wind break
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What Are Fort Worth Laws?

4 10. Beekeeping/Apiary is allowed with the below regulations: Ordinance 21653
/8# H Ives a. The responsible parties, who are beekeepers, must adhere to all applicable state laws
~ oncerning the care and handling of bees:
186 0 f e n Qw é:mcybcc colonies are kept in hives with removable frames or top bars with dividers.
which shall be maintained in sound working condition;
Awater ¢. The numbers of hives is tailored to the size of the lot as follows: a maximum of two
L hives on lots % acre or smaller, four hives on lots larger than % but less than % acre.
IﬁRObblng six hives on lots larger than ! acre but smaller than 1 acre. There shall be no limit on

the number of hives on lots larger than one acre. The number of hives

The Planning and Development Director or designee shall have the authority to require a

'&( person to reduce the number of hives or require other reasonable safety precautions in an
nOW your apiary in order 10 abate any nuisance.

d. If a hive’s orientation has the hive entrances located perpendicular to and

Iocal IaWS or less of an adjacent property line, _or combination

thereof  shall be placed between hives and adjacent property lines
Lot size # hives u!‘ dcyclopcd propertics, and 'cxtc':nds at least !’opr '(4 )_I’ccl bc.yond the hive in each
direction along the property line in order to minimize interactions between bees and
< Y, acre 2 the adjacent property
1/, t0 Yo A e. A . is pr‘owdcd to the .bccs on .thc property at al} tn.nc's
during the year to discourage bees from congregating at swimming pools, hose bibs,
15 t0 1 6 or other water sources where contact with humans or pets may occur.
- f. _ _ by other bees is left upon the
> 1 acre| No limit grounds of the lot: instead this material should be stored in sealed, insect-proof
containers or closed buildings. For a period not greater than twenty-four (24) hours
https://www.fortworthtexas.gov/dep frames and hone harvesting equipment may be left in the bee yard to allow bees to
artments/development clean excess honey from the equipment.
services/zonina/BrgiiEnce - g. If a colony exhibits without provocation, the beekeeper will
?;;r;se.gml.igg\év\zfgéer;(:;qov wes ensure that the colony is re-queened or otherwise managed using customary
services/documents/urban beekeeping practices: @

agriculture.pdf











































































































































































