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Why Make Another FAQs File?
ÅMost FAQs 

are like:

ÅMetro Beekeepers FAQs

ÅGraphics add info & interest

ÅAnswers are summaries

ÅFor details, take class, watch good web 

videos, read good books

ÅNot all beeks  agree on answers

ÅThoughts to start arguments  discussions
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File Navigation

ÅThe next page lists all questions

ÅClick on the question to link to the response

ÅThe MBA icon in the lower right corner 

returns to the list of questions

ïIf a page has no icon, continue to the next 

page
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Can I Be a Beekeeper?
ÅWhy Would Anyone Keep Bees?
ÅAm I Beekeeper Material?
ÅWill I Get Stung?
ÅWhat Place Do I Need?
ÅWhat Are Fort Worth Beek Laws?
ÅHow Much Does It Cost?
ÅCan I Hire a Beekeeper?
Getting Started & Setting Up
ÅWhat Stuff Do I Need?
ÅDo I Really Need a Suit & Gloves?
ÅWhat are the Hive Types?
ÅWhat Foundation Should I Use?
ÅHow Many Hives Should I Get?
ÅHow Do I Get Bees?
Plants & Other Bees
ÅWhat are Good Plants for Bees?
ÅWhat Plants Are Poisonous?
ÅHoney Bees vs Native Bees?
Harvesting
ÅHow Much Honey Can I Get?
ÅHow to Harvest & Sell Honey?
ÅDoes Honey Spoil?
ÅHow Do I Melt Wax?
ÅHow Do I Store Frames?

Working with Bees
ÅWhat Are Varieties of Bees?
ÅHow Long Do Bees Live?
ÅWhatõs Involved in Inspections?
ÅWhy Smoke Bees?
ÅWhen to Add or Remove a Box?
ÅHow Do I Split a Hive?
ÅHow Do I Combine Hives?
ÅHow Many Bees in a Hive?
ÅWhat If My Bees are Gone?
ÅWhat if I Suspect Poisoning?
ÅWhat is Natural Beekeeping?
ÅHow Do I Get Bees Removed?
ÅHow Can I Shoo Away Bees?
Threats to Bees
ÅWhat Causes Colonies to Die?
ÅWhat are Varroa Mites?
ÅHow To Test & Treat for Varroa?
ÅWhat Other Pests Are Threats?
ÅWhat Diseases Are Threats?
Learning
ÅWhat Are the Big Mistakes?
ÅWhere Can I Learn More?
ÅWhatõs A Master Beekeeper?
ÅWhy Add a FAQs File? Terms



Why Would Anyone Keep Bees?
1. Honey, Wax, Pollen, Propolis
2. Better gardens, plants, agriculture yield
3. Ag exemption (tax savings, rural property)
4. Fascination.  Beekeepers love bees.
5. Help environment by helping bees thrive
6. Local honey can reduce allergy symptoms
7. Medical (burns, arthritis, apitherapy)
8. Make sweet friends at MBA meetings
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Am I Beekeeper Material?

ÇAm I allergic to bee stings?

ÇWould I give up if Iõm stung a lot?

ÇDo I have a place to keep bees?

ÇDo I have a few hours / month to work bees?

ÇDo I have a few hours per month to learn?

ÇCan I afford the costs for learning, setup, & 

maintenance, replacements?

ÇCan I lift 50 + lbs  on a hot summer day, &/or 

do I have a helpful friend?

ÇCan I learn guidelines, then find out that 

beekeepers disagree, & I still want to do it?

ÇAm I persistent despite frustration & loss?

ÇDo I run away screaming when I see bees?
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Calvin and Hobbes
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Is Calvin a

Potential

Beekeeper?



ÅReaction varies: swelling, itching, redness
ÅAllergic reaction can be life -threatening
ïDifficulty breathing 911.  ~2% of people.
ïEpinephrine on -hand saves lives

Will I Get Stung?

ÅIõve been stung well over a hundred times in 12 years
ÅMost were in the early years.  Iõve learned some things.
ÅMost were very minor, like a bug bite.  Some had increasing swelling 

for 3 days, then 3 days to be gone.  Then the next sting was minor.

Yes.



About Bee Stings
ÅScrape stinger out with fingernail or credit card
ïPinching to pull stinger would inject more venom
ÅEach sting releases some alarm pheromone
ïMore bees will come there & sting
ïOpen the gentle hives first
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ÅWatch for allergic reaction
ïWork with a friend
ïIf trouble breathing, call 911
ïExperienced beeks  can 

develop allergy
ÅHow to reduce stings
ïKeep bees happy (queenright, stores, housing) 
ïUse smoke
ïMinimize how often & how long you open the hive
ïWhen we open hives, we wear 3 -layer ventilated 

full suit & good gloves
ÅNot always necessary, but sometimes is
ïIf genetics, consider changing queen

https://bobgunn.com.au/what-you-need-to-know-about-bee-stings/ 

https://bobgunn.com.au/what-you-need-to-know-about-bee-stings/


What Place Do I Need?

ÅLevel, dry, sunny, protect from winter wind, 

able to get cart near, low foot traffic

ÅCall local animal control to check laws

ÅGood approach (even if not required)

ïFence (animals, kids, pushes bees up)

ïWater.  Provide permanent water source.

ïLimit # of hives, consistent with area

ïMinimize robbing, limit open hives, honey

ïBe considerate to neighbors
ÅTalk with neighbors before they talk to you

ÅWild bees were here before we got bees

ÅExplain plans to be considerate to them

ÅAsk how they feel

ÅReward neighbors with honey



Neighborhood Apiary

6 ft Fence (bees fly up)
Enclosed (kids, animals)

Facing south or eastStand &
Bug barrier

Mulch, Grass deterrent

North wind break, 
incl skirt on shed

Entrance reducer

Nearby sources of water, nectar, & pollen

Away from
foot traffic

Dry,
Level

Top BarLangstroth
10 frame

Workspace in back 
& sides
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What Are Fort Worth Laws?

Å# Hives

Å6õ fence

ÅWater

ÅRobbing

ÅAggressive

ÅKnow your 

local laws

Lot size # hives
< ¼  acre 2
¼ to ½ 4
½ to 1 6

> 1 acre No limit

https://www.fortworthtexas.gov/dep
artments/development-
services/zoning/ordinance
https://www.fortworthtexas.gov/files
/assets/public/development-
services/documents/urban-
agriculture.pdf 

Ordinance 21653
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