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Backyard Beekeeping

Highs & Lows

Gretchen & Russ Killingsworth

Honey Bee on Indian Hawthorne 
in our backyard
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https%3A%2F%2Fthumbs.dreamstime.com%2Fz%2Fwoman-feeding-cat-cat-sitting-ground-woman-holds-bowl-food-woman-feeding-cat-336872534.jpg

Haver or Keeper?
Provide a Box
for Shelter

I have
bees

Shelter, Food,
Water,

Inspect, Meds,
& Post Pics

Iõm a
beekeeper

A cat
has me

https://www.chewy.com/frisco-outdoor-wooden-cat-house/dp/387230

I have
a cat

! .
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High: Getting Bees
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Where Have We Gotten Bees?

We are

fully suited

Å200 bees flying free

  (Everything leaks)

9 Nucs in our car

11 queens by mail

ÅLocal beekeeper

ïNucs  (nucleus hive)

ïQueens

ïComplete hive

ÅThrough the mail

ïQueens, Packages

ÅCatch a swarm

ÅRescue unwanted 

established hive

ÅSplits
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Swarm Ą

Catching a Swarm
ÅBe Prepared

ïClothing

ïNuc  box w/ 

frame(s)

ïLadder?

ïBrush

ïSyrup 

spray

ÅMist cluster 

with syrup

ÅBrush bees 

into nuc  box

ÅMake sure 

queen is 

there

ÅTime for 

bees to 

gather

ÅClose up

Syrup spray Ą

Brush Ą

Nuc box Ą

10 ft  ladder Ą

5
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Highs: Getting Bees

ÅSwarm can be captured or bees can 
move into a swarm -capture box
ÅOr leave a small hole in your eaves

  (You know thatõs a joke, right?)
ÅInspect all colonies & test for mites

Nuc (Nucleus) Swarm Package Established Hive
²ƘŀǘΩǎ
Included?

Bees, accepted
Queen, Brood

Bees &
Queen

Bees, Queen in
cage, can syrup

Bees, Queen,
Brood, Food Stores

Honeycomb Yes, drawn None None Yes, drawn

Brood Yes, faster buildup None None Yes

Mites, Pests Variable, test Variable, test Variable, test Variable, test

Feed Feed! Feed! Feed! Inspect!  Feed?

Queen quality Young, ask seller > 1 year Young, ask seller Ask seller

Honey Harvest җ нnd year җ нnd year җ нnd year Possibly 1st year

Survival High success Variable Good success High

Cost ~$220 Effort ~$170 ~$350+

Source Local Local Can ship LocalNuc
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I Enjoy Bees
ÅWe sat in lawn chairs by our 1st hive, 2012



88

Low: Upset Neighbors
Å1 st  step: Panic

Å2nd  step: Can I move the hive?
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High: Our Apiary

6 ft  Fence (fly up)
Enclosed (kids, animals)

Facing south or eastStand &
Bug barrier Mulch, Grass deterrent

North wind break, 
incl skirt on shed

Entrance reducers

Nearby sources of water, nectar, & pollen

Away from
foot traffic

Dry,
Level

Top BarLangstroth
10 frame

Workspace in back 
& sides
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High: Solving Challenges
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Inspections

If we donõt inspect 

the hives, we have 

no challenges é

é until itõs time to 

clean the dead -out

We want to know if 

we should do 

anything to help the 

bees

What We Look For
1. Queenright & # 

of Bees

2. Nutrition & water

3. Pests, Diseases

4. Housing

ÅThink a head

ÅMBA resources
Åhttps://metrobeekeepers.

net/this -month -in -the -

hive -inspection -checklist/  
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High: Healthy Colony in Spring

Uncapped
nectar

Capped brood
Capped
honey

Burr comb

12

Pollen
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Dry Pollen

http://scientificbeekeeping.com/reevaluating-beebread-part-1-the-story/ 

Pollen + Nectar

Capped
Honey

Brood

Eggs

Larvae

1
3


